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Trotskyism and the Labor rarty 


Leon Trotsky wrote in 1938, "The Fourth Intemational is now the only interna- 
tional orgenization which not mly takes cle:rly intc account the driving forces 
of theAmperial ist epoch but is armed + ith a system of transitional demands which 
are capable of uniting the masses for a revolutionary strugele for power". (From 
the Foreword to "Tho Death .emy of Capitalism and the Tosks of the Fourth Inter— 
national). ; fed 3 


Under the he ding "Objective rrorcquisitcs for a Socialist Revolution" (frm the 
"Death Agony of Capitalism and the Tasks of the Fourth Int'l.” ), the founding Con- 
ferences of the Fourth Intcrnational discovered, "The economic prerequisite for the 
proletarian revolution has already in ccncral achieved the hichcest point of frui- 
tion th t can be achicved under capitalism. lLankinds' preductive forece stapnato'. 
we regimes, as well as fascist, stageer on from onc benkruptey to another® 
IB ID 
Further, under the heading, "The rrolcterist and its Lerderships", they continuc, 
"The chicf obstacle in the path of trensfarming the pre-revolutionary into 2 rce- 
volutionary strte is the opportunist character of prolct: rian lcadership: 
its potty-bourgeois cowardice befcre the big bourgeoisic and its perfidioug con- 
nection with it cven in its death agony." : 
"The malti-millioncd masses agcin and again enter the rod of rovolution. But 
each ae they arc blocked by the ir own conscrvative bureaucratic machincs' 
(IB ID 
Under the heading, "The Minimum Frogrem .nd the Tronsitionel Frocrem', Trotekyism 
finds a bridge.” It is necessory to help the mssce in the process of the doily 
struggle to find the bridge between present demnds ond the eccialiset program of 
the revolution, This bridge should include a system of trensition:l dem-nds, 
stemaing from tadsysg conditions 2nd from todays’ conecicurncss of vide layors of 
tho working cliss and unalteroably leading t- one finzl cmelusion; 
the conquest of power by the proletarint." No ics. 
In the United Statcs, the progrua of Trotekyism revolves sround the propacanda for 
the orgsnization of a labor rarty. It docs not mtter to Trotekyism thet Lobor 
Farticos in tho UoSe, Englemi, Germony (i/cim-r Repablic, snd before Var 1, undcr 
the Kaiser) Francs, Italy etc. ctc., which trore and «re the Forties of the 2nd 
International, prevent and have always prevented the ‘unity of the masecs for the 
revolutionary struggle for power;" and seck to revive the "stagnating forces of 
production of capitalism", and prop up staggering "democratic" recines by fascist 
economic measures (state capitalist nationalization). inbor bartics on a world 
sealc are the obstacle, which is “the chhicf obstacle in the p th of tr-nsforming 
the preerevolutioary ints a revolution=ry st-tc" (Stalinism included), ‘The 
lcaderships of Inbor rartics, and their budding counterp-rtr in the U.S. are the 
very ones who are characterized for their petty-bourgeois aqowardice before the big 
bourgeosie and their perfidiows connection vith it even in its do-th agonye The 
labor Forties and their tr-de union lesdership, with their conserv-tive burceou- 
cratic m:chines block the mosses from t2king the road to revolution agein and 
: agein'. The labor porty therefore is nct the bridee betveen “present demonds and 
the sochilist program of the revolution", as the Trotskyiteos so clibly stote, 
but, rather the bridge between the vorkers ant-conism to the capitalist strtc, on 
the onc hand, and the necd of the capitalist statc to rct in tho support of the 
workers for its system of cxploit-tion, for ite vers, for its colonial oppress 
fon, thrmch the labor rarty. 
Trotekyiem {Cannon é Shactman) ie .:¢ll avarc tht the British labor Fearty, for 
exampic, performs the duty of rescuing British Inmperisl ism from its decth agony. 
by centr-lizine production through nationslizaticn, mancuy 7 chenging the 
juridical relation of the colonies snd dominions te the met: pore seor 


SE, ae a ee 












2 

(England), and demagogically propacanilizing thir ars the millenium of frecdom for 
ths colonial oporessod. Trotskyism (Cannon & Shoctmen) is yell avare thet the 
British Labor rarty is busy prep.ring English Ingerislism with. its. American p rte 
ner, tho UeSe Imperialism and thoir competitor, Russicn Imperialiem for Imperinl- 
ist War III, .Trotskyism is- ware of the fact thit the sum-total of the purposes 

of a labor rarty arc, "preserve capitalism, ; 

Trotskyism (Canon & Shactmn) know the: petty treacherous character of labor pore 
tics in tho U.Ss The American Labor rerty, for example, which began its existcnec 
by supporting the representative of big capitnl, Roosevelt, and to date supportce 
& representative of smalicr capital, Vallacc, continually, makes deals betvecn 

tha Republican arid Demoeratic ward heelers ond the ir masters, and =bove all was o 
patrdotic defonder of American Imporinlism in Var Il. Nov, under purely Stalinist 

telace At clings still to that part of the C.IeOg burcaucraty fricndly to Russian 

Inper ialism. ote 

™he some is.¢ssentially true of the Libersl r-rty, which jis also a "Labor" party, 
“but antagmistic to Russia, and friendly tc Socinl Democracy, based on the Dubin- 
sky-Hollandor combination. ; Bee 
‘The Trotekyites also know that at 2 cortain stage, Labor Fartyisn inevitably fucce 
dircetiy vith the bourgeosic, J. ere] illustration of that was the liquidstion 

of the .‘jisconsin Farmer~Labor Federation into the Republican iarty in i048, 

The Teotskyites are well avare of the facts therefore, that lebor bartics support, 
defend, and prop up, the capitalist econohy; Capitalist cemcoracy; exploitation 

Of the wage-workers; and Imperial 49%-Sees. 

Xnowing all this, why do the Trotskyites (Cannon end Shcotren) advocate a labor 
tarty$ The Trotskyites answer, "ie are not sectaricns; we connot remein isolated; 
we umust follow the taass movement." Since, however, with the victory of Trumm in 
the presidentinl cloctions, the labor r-rty ides hos been duuped by the more 
"radicold"’ ColeOey and isFeL leaders f2r A more practicel policy of interration in 
the Democratic varty, the masscs are moving in tht direction, ie’ sugeocst thet 

tho Trotskyites abandon thoir labor rarty ecetorianiem ond join the Demoerntic 
Eartyo 5 7 

The more “scientific! and erudits among the Trotskyites penser; "Their is a con- 
trodiction betiecn the objective prercquisites for revolution ami the subjective 
immaturity of the imerican crs." Therefore, whot dothe Trotskyitce PECPOEC, 

& wovolutionary vangucrd party tant shall st all costs, orgenize and agitatc the 
working class for the revolutionary ajay of s2ciclisme Oh, Nod The Tretskyitcs 
propose a Labor Party to harmonize with the subject ive immaturity of the inmcri- 
can worksore ..ccording to ther this Labor karty, cn A natisnal, not a locel scxle, 
Mind you, will be the vohicle thrwgh which the rorkers vill €0 beyond capitalisn 
snd establish Socialism, (workers and f-rmers governnent" ) =. 
In other worés, they sproad the lie that counter-revolution can be reformed int 
rovciution (a la Labor-Farty). Trotskyiem flies in the face of histciy anc cf 
presont political reality. ; 

We must characterize Trotskyisi, (beth of the Cannon and Shactman vorictics) as 

an opstacle on tho Road to the Froletarian Revolution, becnuse it advocztcs 2 tom 
litic:l instrument whose only ain is to snve 2 dying system, capitalisms because 

it does not paint the instrumentality of the Labor Farty in its truc tights. de- 
Caco it, (frovskyism) is .cll infowmed om the trecchcrous mle of labor 
yot, because of a fatal political weakness, (lack of understanding cf the 
@& vevolutionary porty and consecnent fe r of tho tacks involved) fe-re isi 
and pisses to. the opposite extrere, - thc policy of licuidation into the 
of ths Capitslist Lebor Front, 

The pr-eran by,contrist,of Internztimil Left Cxrzmnism is the only base upon 
which a revolutionary party and Internation:l oon be comstructed, 
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3 
What We Stand For 


I-Our conception of the world and the socicty preper t» it is thot of Lierx's scicn- 
tific Socialism, 
a=For the reconstitution of a Revolution ry International against the Internation~ 
als 0f Betrayal (Social Democracy, Stalinisii, Trotskyism) 
Seigcinst collaboration with the bwrgesis -nd psoud-=pmictarian parties which 
uphold the false aml deceitful banner of "true democracy", Therefore we rppose 
the "united frm 4" which is 2 front >pposed tc the workine cliss. 
4.17¢ denounce as “counter-revolutionrry, every mevernent which, with =n eye te 
casier agitation and electcra2l success views parliament-ry decisicne ae uscful. 
During electoral Soopetens 4 ‘e continue the agitation for the gencerel historic 2ins 
of the working classe ‘ie do not trke the least responsibility fcr the pecudce 
prolet-ricn parties (Stalinist, Sodalist, Trotskyite cr L-boritc). 
5—The trode unions of the C.I.0. md “isPokes Railroad Brotherhoods md "Indcpend= 
e6nt Unions", are pert of the legal apparstus of the Capitelist St-te. Working 
Class unity will be achieved on the basis of the platform of the party of the ren 
voivtion, and, under its leadership, within those orpenieme,. crcated in the ro~ 
vivel of the proletarian class strucele. 
6-The form-workers are the class-brothcrs 0f the Industri.l vorkers and ruct be 
won t2 4 pesition of class-slid.-rity. 
Ym AGL 8 0-ca}lod tnéverients of colonial Independence hnve an Inper itd ct bases * 
There does not exist for the oolonial sia senses Wie a ardiin, any Ionger; the 
Protlen of ‘a bouredois revolution, The cniy Yoad de proletarian *évolutisns * 
Be She proletariat tuet srorke-fc tthe’ cefe t+ of its om bourgcosic and itr satell- 
itosisin’ the ‘ndvanéed indist#ind sectors ‘of wWorkt capitelist, aa well: as for the - 
deftat ‘of its am boingoosts tihd- satellites in’ the eotontna ena serif-ecdonin’ * 
aces of world tapitalism, in tine of war. ~ ‘ aos 
Gina dofgas of the Vurgeosid, ha orld con 5 Popeciprianee throuch the civil 
wake of “the probeterict, under the ruidence and leaderchip of Bhe Revolutionary ~ 
International Pashy, wikh be tho bogimin G of tha Sociclint Reoveraiimut tem of Boe 
Clety tudes” “athepertatumsiry ‘of ho? iy Reterfets- ' oa: f a 
Ivete Dicvatorsiy cf the Hroletertat, iil ecrve’ as ‘the? trank ith tz the clarce 
less ‘ectiety GP Bocialigs, where the State rill cenee to exist, ene Goverment 
and Prpanin? » tho, history of the pasts - 
Lies Dictatoreh ip of the ryrvlet.rict is not te be sindregtincd oe A defense cf the 
ovist Union. Qn the contrary, the Dictatorship of the Frolet-rist will arirs 
ie Russia, which is nar .n Luperialist State, through Socialist Revolution, 


Dodo 























4 
Civil Wars and Inper Jalist Rivalries in 


Burra, Malaya ‘and Indonesia 


The civil wars which actually unroll in Burma and Malaya have the same limits as 
the Viet-Nou, the strugele of the Republic of Indonesia age inst the Dutch Crovn, 
the bloody movement of the khilippine einascraats ageinet the pro-Amcrican covern- 
ment of the ex~collaborator Roxas, 


In shaking the power of the traditional imporialisms, the Japanese invasion at the 
same time brought to life the inextricable social contradictions of these backward 
regions of the world. The political life, formerly, was limited morc or loss, to 
the friction of different ethnic groups, under the complacent eye of the colonial 
powcrs, has assured considerable scope. New nationaliens are born, conccaling 
complex social forces, oscillating between Inporialiet influence, on the one hand, 
and violent rivals, on the other, serving willingly, or unwillingly one or the 
other, In all cases, powerless to resolve the problems posed at tho start. 


The nationalism of the Javanese Intelligonté io. dros of unity of tho Islands and 
@ Kulterkampf which would include torritcry as far as the Cclebes, under occupo~ 
tion by Hollgnd, 


The nationalism of the Chinese and Malayeansy in the unions and in the Chambcre of 
Cormerco ~ rejecting the Statutcs as "too favorable to British Imperial ier!!, claire» 
ing the status of a Dominion wnited with Singapore. 


Te nationalism of tho motley anti-fascist league of Burma, devoid of a& solid eo= 
cial base, since it is not indigenous to’ Burra. Neither is its capitalist class. 
Likewisc, neither is its middle strate native to Burma. 4. nationalism infinitely 
disunited in the face of the problems reaisca by the task of powcre 


AS ferocious ani reactionary as the imperialism it combats, this nationalism has 
dcetroyed the India-rubber plantations; the oil wells of Java; enclosed in the 
Starved villages of the Philippines 4,000,000 terrorized farners, ovorsnadoi ing 
the piilago and extortion in Burma ami Malaya. 


Quixotic ma servile at present, it planr industrialization and a war of speare 
male of bariboo under the surveiilance of Holland, to save the delegates of the 
UeNcoCo It takes Mandalay for the center of the world, and believes the Burucse 
destiny is te discover "e third form of socialism, intermediate between Eaclich 
Socialismf and Russian Socialism? Yhile trembling at the indisposition of the 
very anglominerican financiers thet they hive necd of, 





Ono finds the radical wing of nationalisia in Burma and in Malaya, to be the Mosca 
Communists, a6 in Europe, the Indies ant the Fhilippines. Their orpanizations 
throw thenselves into the movement of the exploited of the sug¢mrcfinericc, tho 
Fhilippine oilewvorkerss Chinese and Hindu ofl)-vell workers, the miners of the lead 
and sliver inoss the Chinsse tin workers, and Malayen rubher plent-tion worerte 
In these countries, where the cost of living is 6 to 7 tines hisher than before 
the war, they nave not combined wace-derm nis vith antiminporielist propacunda, 


They have highlighted the division of land to the peasants of Contral Burma and 
independsnce to the mountain boat of the bordcr county, They have not shrink 
froa any politica2 compromises fram any sodal deusgagy; fran any historic faleo~ 
hood, in order to carry out oe the English bandits, the fight of Russian 
Inperiniisne 
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Burma was due to be granted its independence in face of the agitation during the 
Japenese surrender. Now, it renouncss its aspirations in order to remain in the 
Cormmonvealth., it the beginning of this yar it conetituted itecif as a fedovatcd 
autonomous republic, with its capital at Rencoon, Theking Nu, its preniery con~ 
sSidored a moderate socinlist. He. procle ined in June 1948, "the Burriesc wish to 
follow the soviet ideology." : 


Not that this reformer, attacyed to the liberel] acninistration of Burma, tradi-~ 
tionally corrupt, was 2 cormmnist. On the contrary, tr4 Burmese cormunist par 
tics were thrown successively inty illegality in June 3946, then, in Octobor 1946 
under the antiefascist lenpue to which it belonped. But nationalism in a back~ 
ward country,'as we have seen in Central Europe, is cormpedled to resort to the 
nosh modern forms of State Capitalism, Sustained by sx%colled Marxist principle, 
the Burmese promicr stated their aim "to liberate ourselvcs from the yoke. of 
Capital and prive.te property." They wish to extend the nationelization without 
Compensation ta the foreigners and to force fri London the fiscal control of the 
country in order.to give it to the scenliled native official capital, 


Only, the. creat appetites of those "progressive" Burmese strikes against ther 
SClves. .,6.a matter of.fact, the new state, as independent as it may sCCrivecaese 
Wiil remain in the financial apparatus of inglo=inericon Imporialiste for ite rom 
constrvction, J.ctually, it is not able to rely on an indigenous capitalism, tho 
root cause of the breaking apart, like Tito in Europes 


This is the breaking = apart which manifestr itself- in a manner almost burlesque= 
in the war of the covernnent of Rangoon agcinst the insurrent Corrmnists tho. to» 
day control alnost a third of the country. Both still-bern, on the identical 
basis of an agcravated nationalism. ..t any rate, the Cormmnists have the propa~ 
cand: advantase of an "extremist" position, which more and more attracts the syte 
pathy of 2 population violently anti-Enclish., Wherons the arry and poiico is ups 
sct by the desertions tc the cnery, while the rebels influence the riiners unions 
and the peasants, the civil apparatus of the State is caipelled to drain its por 
smnol in order to organize itself into a military cormand. The ninistrics ro~ 
signed one aftor another in order tc po .ff te the arnicss; thie threatening a 
"political" crisis of a truly new choracters 


Therefore, with one blow, the government which yesterday confiscated an Enclish 
Naviee.tion company, throwing Londons' City ints jitters, hesitates charactcris- 
tically, while it believes it can build an independent and "progressive" Burma. 
It finds itself involved up to its neck in a conflict in thich the real intercsts 
at stake are clearly established: The 80,000,000 pounds the English have inves- 
ted in the forcsts; electricity and transport; the petroleum of Burma Oil, the 
commerce %f the Steel Brothers. 


In Nalaya, the situation is rmch more simple, but also less rich in savoury Ices- 
ons, Tho country, in effect, romains as 2 colony. The Statute of the Fecerntion, 
prormigated in 1047, maintains intact the English authority incarnated in ths 
High~Cormissicner, krofiting frm the troubles of the Sultans, more cr less com: 
promiscd during the Japanese occupation, En¢jaml started to linit their prcroga- 

. Kivess This does not stop then frm recoiving the support represented by the 
political indolense of the Malaryrans the constitute the persant clase and the 
parasitic aristocracy, It is in the Chinese circies, contered in the villacce, 
and representing for another reason, the ijoris: of the totel poru and 
possessing an important part of the capital of the country, that thore developed 







an opposition to the Statutes. From which the Communist movencnt, actueliy in 
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open rebellion, pushed to the cxtrere the nationalist derands. 


But the State apparatus is here the tracitional -ni solid colonial apparatue. 

The High-Corsiissioner is mobiliszine rcenforcenents from Hong-Kong; recall ing 
troops from England, sending tho Dayaks, head huntere of Borneo into action against 
“the plan of Communist insurrection through which they wish to inetell the Sovict 
republic of lalaya," 


England has an armed uistress to defend its econory. The Malayans, with their 
exports of Tin and India-rubber t> imerica (which in 1947 amounted to $284, 000,000) 
enjoys & prepondernt role in Anglo-American relations - that is to say, in tho 
tendency of British Imperialism to resist Yankec Inperirl iene 


The spectacle of the sordid struggles of Imperinlism is rendered still more sordid 
‘by the fact of the presence of a proletariat, relatively developed, it is truce in 
these countrics. The part that it tekes in events, blended in tho nase of other 
Classes, tancuvered by the forces of Ruesian Inperialism (moreover, by a naticnal~ 
* independence, of which the emptiness, economic and historic, is show in tho Bure 
mese cxaaple) is a now proof of the appalling defeat suffered by revoluticnary 
communism in the world. Revolutionary Corzmnism will be reborn only when the 
groupe who strive te. regain a class position, understand equally that it ie tine 


*-. $9 beak with the false line of "liberty of the peoples to dispose of themselves? | 





(scli-dotormination of the peoples). They imst cease § ane the cestiny of the 
prolet.riat of the backvara countries to their native exploiters, that is, to the 
Inporialist powers. It is time to take a position, truly internationalist and 
soctalist. 


Translated by De Atkins 
from publication of French Fraction 
L'Internaticnaliste - Oct. 1948 
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State Capitalism and the Classes — 


fhe conduct’ of the taperialist war was differentiated froi that of.all previous 
wars, not only by the dimensions of the ccnfiict md by its devastatinc effects, 
wat in addition by the fact that in every country actively engaped in the inper- 
falist war the whole of eccnomic iife hac to be subordin:.ted to war purposes. 

In former conflicts the boarrcosic cmld carry them on merely by providing funds. 
The world war, however, attained such huce proportions and affected such highly 
developed countrics that imoncy alone did not eufficc. It heceme cseontial in 
this wor that the stcol industry devote itself entirely to the raking of heavy 
guns, whose calibre was continually being enlarged; that coal shoule be minec fcr 
war purposes alons;' that retels, textiles, hides, evorything shouldbe enployed 
in war service. Naturally, thorofore, the createst hope of vict ry wae for 
whichever of the State Capitalist Trusts could best horncss production snd trans 
port to the chariot of ware 


How was this to be achieved? lanifcstly, the only wry in thich it could be achicw 
od was by the complete centralization of production. It vould be neecssary to» 
arrange things in such a way that production wuld ¢9 on smoothly; that it would 
be well organized; tint it wuld be entircly under the control cf the fichte es; 
that is to eny of the Gonerml Stoff; that all the ordcrs of ‘those wearing cpaul- 
‘ets ma stors would. be carricd out. 


How old'the bourreosie do this ? ‘The mtter vas quite simple. To that cnd 
it-vas necessary thet the bourceosic should place privete production, privately 
owned trusts and syndicates, at the disposal of the e-pitalist robber State. 
4s is what they did for the duration of the ware Indurtry was "nobilizcca" and 
.“njliterized’, thet is to sw it wes put under the orders cf the St-te of the 
‘militery suthorities. "Bat ho4,sone of our reders till askt, In that way the 
pbowceogis would surely forfeit its inenxe? That would be netionslizetiong When 
everything has been handcd over +9 the State, where will the bourceosic core in, 4 
and hoy will the cApitaiicte reconcile theiscives to such » condition of affairegn 
It ig an actwil f-ct thot the boruotreosic arrecd to the arrangernente But there is 
nothing very remarkable in that, for the priv:.tely omed syndicates snd trusts 
wore not handed over to the workers; st-tc, but to the Imperialist State, the State 
which belonged t¢ the bourecosic. ‘Was there -nything to alarm the bourrcosic in 
such % prospect? “The capitalists simply trensferred their poscssions from one 
pocket %> anothers the poseseions reraincd »s Iorce as ever 





We xmet never forget the class chornactcr of the State, The Strte rust not be 

conceived as constituting a "third power" etending above the clxsecs; frou head 

t> foot it is a cliess organization. Under the dictatorship of the workers it % 

a wovking-class oronizatione Under the doiinion of tue pourpesysie 1% t3 just as 
“dafinitely an oc7 ¢ orpanization as is a trust or 1 syriicatc, 





Yo séc, then, thet when the bourgeoeie handed over the privately ommed. symdicatcs 
and trusts co the State, tt hended ther over te its wm Stabe to the robhor capie 
tad ists J-not to the proletarinn strte; crnscqucntiy it hac nothiw 4 

dose br ths ‘chance. Is it no} pruoisely the sare thing toa manufactures, 
We we reg*enli Somig cr aoith, whether ne receives Nis ‘profits fran the 
“house of a syndie.te, or from the Etate bank? Far frm loring by the 
Chones, the burccosic actualiy mined. There -1s a erin because, through the 
State centralization of industry, the war mechine vas enabled te rork to better 
eficot, and thers was a creater chence of sinning the var of mapince 






W kU 










Ié 4s not surprising therefore thet in nearly akl capitc-list countrics, there 
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took place during the war a devoloprent of State canit-liem in the place of the 
capit:lism of private symdicatcs or trusts. Germany, for exuaple, gained any 
sucessses and was Able for a lengthy period to resiss attack froai encuice of 2 
grovtly supcrior strength, simply because the Gcrimn bourccosic was £0 successful 
in the organization 90f its State cazitalisn, 


The change ti State ea; italism tras effected in various woyse In most cases, a 
Statownonoprly of production md trade was instituted. This implied tht produce 
tion and trade were placed wholly in the vhands of the bourgeois State. Sonctiines 
the transformition was not effected all at once, but by installments. This tonk 
Place when the strte uercly boucht sone shorcs 2f the eyndieote or trict. 


An enterprises in which this hed taken pl-ee ws half privete and hlf a Stete 
affair, but the bowge is state held the leading strings. Furthortiore, even when 
certain enterprises remained in priv:.te hand, they were often subjected to fpovern= 
montal convrol. Some enterprises wore by specinl lepisl.tion freed to buy their 
row initerixls from certein others, while the latter had te sell to the forma in 
spccificd quantitlesy, and at fixcd pricese The State prescrihed working mofhode, 
Specified vart oitcviale were to be used, and rationed these materiels. Thus, 
in piace of private capitalism, State Capitalisin cane into beings 


Under State Capitalism, instend of the separste orgenization cf the bourgecsic 
there now flourishes 2 united organizxtion, the state organizetione Down to the 
tine of the war there existed in any capitalist country the State orgeniration of 
tho Bourgeosie, and thore 7lso existed scparately fras the State larre nunbers of 
bourge vis organizations, such as syndicatcs, trusts, sccietics of cntrerrencurs, 
landwners' organizations, politictl parties, journalists! unions, Icarned socicte 
ics, artists clubs, the church, societics for the Clergy, Boy Scouts, aml Cacet 
Corps (white evard organizations of ymath), private detective bureaus etc. Under 
Siste Cépitalisu -1l these seyarate orgonigntions fuse ith the bourgecis states 
the7 become as it verc, State d¢partiionts, ond they vork in accordance with 2 
general plan subject to the "hich command"; in the mincs and factories they do 
Whatevor is ordere’ by the Genorsl Staffs they prench in the clmrches vhatever vill te 
be useful for the robbers of the coneral staff; they write in the newspapers undcr 
the wrders-of the general staff; their pictures, their hooks, and their poems arc 
produced under the orders of the cone al staff; they invent machinery, weopons, 
poison g2s etc; to meet the needs of the conernl staff. In this reamer the hele 
of life is militarized in order t> sceure for the bourge sie the continued reecipt 
of its filthy lucre, 


State capitalism signifies an enormous accession of strength to the creat bourge . 

e sic. Just as under the rerking-cliss dict>t wship, in the Workers Statc, the 
working class fe more powerful in proportion ar the Sovict authority, the trac 
unions, the Communist rarty otc., scrk wore harmoniously together, so undcr the 
dict=torship of the bourgeosie, the capitalist cless is strong in proportion to the m 
succoss with which all the bourgevis org-nizntions vork together. State capital- 

ism, centrelizing all these creanizations, converting them all inte the instru- 

nents. of a single, united orgenizstion, contributes immensely to the paver of 

Capital, Bwrgcoie dictatorship attains its clinex in State capitalise 


State capitalism flourished during the var in all the large capitalist countries, 
In Ts*rist Russia too, it began to mke i%e way ( in the form of var incustry 
committcos, moopolics ete.) Subsequently, hovever, the Russian bourgeosic, 
alarued by the revolution of March I9I?, became afraid lest productive industry 
should pass int: the hands of the prolet-rist tccether ; ith the State authority. 


: 9 : 4 
For thie re~sm, ‘after thé March revolution, the bourcocsie did not nercly re- 
froin fr wi ei chat Breanize preeuctinn, but positively sahotored industry. 


We sec that state Capitaliens, fcr frou putting an end to exploitation, actually 
inerenses tho power of the bourteosic. Nevertheless, thc Ssheidcimnnites in 
Gorminy, 2nd socixl ‘solidirians in other lends, have ccntvendec tht this freed 
labor is socinlisme:-.s soon, thoy say, as cverthing is in the hands of the Statc, 
BSocialiem will bo: Pealizets The7 feil to sec that in euch a systen the State is 
not 2 proletarian. State, Since it is in the hends of those who are the malicicus 
and deadly enemies of the prolet.ri-t, ES 4: 


State Capitalism, ‘uniting and creonizing the bourreosic, increasing the power of 
capitalism, has, of coursc, greatly weakened the working class. Under State cazi- 
talisiz, the workers became the vhito slaves %°f the capit-list State, ‘They were 
deprived of the right to strikes; they were mobilized end nilitsrizeds everyone 
who raised his- voice against the wr wes hauled before the ccurts ni sentenced as 
a treiter. In usany countries the workers were. deprived of all freedas of movee 
ment, being forbidden to tronsfer fru one enterpriee t> «nother, ‘Frec! wage 
workers’ vexré reduced to serfdom; they wore doomed to perish on the bottlefielcs, 
not on behe lf of their orm cause Mt cn behalf of that of their enemies. . They 
were doomed to woIrk, themselvos.t> d¢ th, not for their oym sake or fw that of 
their comrades or tha r children, but for the sake of their oppresecré. 


From the ABC cf Cormmunien 
by 
Bukhsrin om Preobrashensky 
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Fart I 


Nature, Function and rolicy of the 


Revolutionary Farty of the viorking - Class 


The question concerning the policy of the party is cf cssentirl import-nce a 

is inde clear in oomection with the history of conflicting tendencics and aiuis 
that occured in the second and third Internetioncl. It is not to be thoucht 
that such a question is of an additionel and derived n ture, in the sense that 
groups couplying vith the doctrine and pl-tfor:., may ue int-in and aprly methods 
aifferens in the action, cven vith rep-rds to osurl events, vithcut contracict- 
ing such bass¢s. To discuss problems concerning the n ture «nd action of the 
farty eons to pass fron tho cround of critic-1 interpretstion of social events, 
Jnto thot of the influence which =n actively vorking force rey exert upon such 
eventse This trensition represents the most important -nd delic-te peint of the 
Whole liarxist system ond «ms inserted in Marx’ eorly s-yinge:" Fhilosopher se: heve 
done ‘nothing but intcrpret the vorld til now, the ratter is of chonging it at 
last,"* and ' from the weapon of the critique, to the critique of weaponst. Such 
@ change, froanere knovlecce into verking ceticn, shall be intended, according 
to the method of dinlecticnl] mterinlisi, in « vay quite different fro th-t of 
the followers of tradition2l ideologice. linny a tine it ras suitable to the 
Opponents f Communism to turn to their account theoretic Narxist knovledce, in 
order to daarge and revoke its consequences for xction ond strupelc, or clsc, 

on tho other hond to feign to adhere to the practice of tho proletaricn porty, 
but to confute amd reject its critical bascs of principle. In 211 these e-ses 
the devi-tion was the reflection of anti-l-rxist ond countorrevolutionary in- 
fluences, tnd it displ-yed itsclf in tho crisis which ve indicete for sake of 
bricfncss, with the misc 2f opportunisn. frinciples snd doctrines do not exist 
by themselves as a foundrtion ariscn snd lid before the rection; the lntter as 
well as the former are engendered in a prralicl procesr, It is the cmeurrent 
material intercsts which procticaily drive social groups into strucele and it is 
fraa the action .risen from such mtecricl intercete th-t oricin-tes the theory 
Which becomes the peculicr prtrinomy of the p-rtye Altering the rxtio of inter= 
este, the incentives tc the action .mi the practicnl -ine of the letter, the 
whole doctrine of the party is chonced ond deformed. To think thet the latter my 
become sacred and untouchable, on accwmnt of its codific-tion in a progreinati ¢ 
text, and of a strict organizative and disciplinary frenmevork of the org? nisn of 
the party, end therefore the varicd ond muicrour sims snt mancuvers in the tacti= 
cal action can be allored, means not to understand in 4 Merxist ranner,what is 
the exact problem t> be solved in order to get to the choice of neGnode of BOtia s 
We return to the evaluation of detorminism., Do socinl events develop by uncon- 
trollable forces, civing rise to diffo ent idcologies, théorics anc opinions of 
hen or may they be modified by a more or lees conscious hum will? The question 
is faced by the proper nethod of the proletirion perty, by removing the tradi- 
tional ideological bases at the rect always re forring to tho single indivicusl, 
foigning to solve the question on behalf of the individucl anc then of decucine 
its solution on beholf of the social whole. Traditionally,the collectivty wacths 
other metaphysical abstraction which is the sceiety cf monkind. “Mile, from 

the Marxist view point it is 2 cmeretcly, dcfinite eroup of individurls whe 

in a given cireunstance hive the sue intercsts wing t> their scci-l rclation- 
chips, owing t> their place in the production an? econo ye froupe of individusls 
which are just styled classcs. Be inc muiucrous, tic soci-l classes which huum 
history contains, there c.mnot be solved in a sie eeneric wry the problem cons 
Ccening their skill cf understanding exactly the process wherein they live, cnd 





Iz 


of exerting 2 certain influence influcnce upon it. Every histories] class has 

had its wn porty, systoaa of opinions and cropaganda, Everyone hee pretended 
with equal insistence t> interpret cxactly the sense of evonts sm to be able té 
dircct them towards a nore . less vaguely e-necived aia. Larxis. affords the 
criticism and cvidence of 211 these probiems, proving tht the roried idcological 
cenéralizations wers the reflection of tho e-nditions cnc interests of the strucre 
ling classes uptn opinions. In this continuns alternation, of which tho eter ial 
intercsts are the emuses, the croups of men organizec. in parties nd clase ore on- 
isms of the State ars the pro saconiste , the colitical and philosophical schocle 
arc the cxterior traits, Being opportune, the sccinl conditions of its forna- 
tion, the modorn provlstarian class will present itself vith new an? superior ccp- 
acities, bith ac for posresnion of a rec.l method of interpreting the thole his- 
torical movement, and .s for conercte efficacy of ite action of social anc poli- 
teal etrugeic in influencing tho general ccureo of this novencnt. This other 
main ecnoept was expressed by ths Larxists vith the soyings not less known ant . 
clessionls't Tae Socialist revolation represcnts the tr. nsition from the wric of 
necessity into that of frecdom, The wetter je not tc put the question in the 
commonplace tra@itional terms, whethcr maa ie free in his wili or determine’? by 
the enviroment, whether © class and ite party hve conscimencse of their nictore 
leal wission, whether it is fra: this theoretic conscicusnese thet it derives the 
power to attcin tho purapge.cf a cenersl uiprovemt and whether they are Geiven 
ints strugcle, suceess/ or unsuccessfully by superior or unkown fowrcce. First of 
all, we imst ask ourselves of what cl.usses and partics is theppoblem: wit are 
their relation in the fisld of the forces of production ond powers cf tho Stutc, 
what te tho historic phase cone throuch ond the one left to co throuch, sccording 
to the results of the critical] analysis. -.ccorcing to the doctrinc of reokic 
schools, the f-ctor of cvents is outside of inn in the cresting divinity tit ass 
e6st:.blished everything and even thowhtof cronting ion © certain freed on for which 

he is t> ansrer in future life. It is .¢1ll known thot such © posing of the probe 
lem of will and determinism is rejected by the Marxist enelysie. But also the so- 
lution of the bourceois philosophy with its claius of enlightening criticism om 

its illusion to have removed every arbitrary and revealed presupposition, stencs 
likewise deceptive, for the problem of action is alwaye reduced tc a proportion of tut 
subject and object and the starting-point, in the ancicnt nd recent vatsions of 

the various idealistic systems, is found in the individurl subject, in the Ero. 

It exists only in the working of his thushts ond ie next turnec into the inta- 
vontion of this ego on nature aml socictr, Hence arises the political ant 
juridical lie of the bourgeois system for which mn is free, 2nd as & citizen, is 
entitled to menage public affairs oni therefore his ovn interests accordine to the 
opinion arisen in his tint, The Marxist interpretation of history and huun 2¢~ 
tion, if it has therefore rejected the intervention of every Sapa influ- 

once and rovoaled word, has upset the bourcesis schene of frecd will of the 
individual, proving hav it is his néeds snd intorests that Derren hie rievemont, 
ami action and how his opinions sn? beliefs ani what is celled conciousness crisce 
only as 4 resuit of the most colplicetec influences. Truly, the problem is well 
planned and its solution con be faced when, frai the metorhryéical cmecept of com 
clousnoss and will of the cro, we cot into the real and scicntific one of the theo=- 
retic kuovledge of the historic ond political action of the clase porty. This 
solution is of first importance for the moverent antl perty of the modern prolce- 
tariate 








To be continuer 
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